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packing list, certificate of origin, and 
certificate of plant quarantine.185 However, 
none of these documents contains information 
related to the legality or concession of origin 
of the timber. Most commonly, documentation 
for a single source is used for all timber 
in a shipment, despite the fact that single 
shipments are often mixed with wood from 
many traders, and many sources before arrival 
at the border.186

The majority of imports into Suifenhe pass 
directly into designated rail spurs leased by the 
largest importing companies. Some shipments 
are imported by wholesalers, who sell the 
timber immediately upon import. Wholesalers 
often paint their phone numbers directly on the 
side of railcars before entry into China. After 
passing customs, these cars pull into the main 
rail yard in Suifenhe. At this point, dozens of 
small-time traders, alerted to the upcoming 
arrival, rush to call the phone numbers listed on 
the cars and negotiate purchases.

CHINA’S SHIFTING IMPORTS

China’s imports of wood products have 
maintained steady growth despite the global 
economic recession in 2008. Figure 9 shows 
China’s wood product imports from its top ten 
partners over the past decade. During this period, 
imports from sources at high risk for illegal 
logging have increased or remained steady. 
However, imports from countries with more 

secure forest governance, including Canada, the 
United States, and the EU, tripled between 2008 
and 2011. This trend in Chinese sourcing played a 
significant role in shifting the trade balance for 
U.S. forest products from a $20.3 billion deficit in 
2006 to a $600 million surplus in 2010.187

There are multiple reasons for this increased 
sourcing from lower risk countries. 
Undoubtedly, this is partly due to factors of 
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CHINA’S WOOD PRODUCT IMPORTS FROM TOP 10 PARTNERS, BY RWE VOLUME IN MILLIONS (M3)

Figure 9: China’s imports of timber, pulp, paper, and wooden furniture from Top 10 partners, by Roundwood Equivalent volume (m3).  Source: Chinese customs, provided by UN Comtrade

RANK	 SOURCE COUNTRY	 RWE VOLUME (M3)	 % OF TOTAL	 LOGS/LUMBER

1	 US	 1,059,075 m3	 53%	 >90% lumber

2	 Russia	 483,665 m3	 22%	 80% lumber

3	 EU	 442,768 m3	 20%	 80% logs

4	 Canada	 26,385 m3	 1.21%	 Almost all lumber

5	 Ukraine	 25,472 m3	 1.17%	 65% logs

Table 4: China’s oak imports 2011, RWE. 

CHINA’S OAK IMPORTS 2011, RWE

Source: China customs data













49

1.5

1.2

.09

0.6

0.3

0

15

12.5

10

7.5

5

2.5

0

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

  Russia		
  Middle East

  Australia

  South Korea   
  Africa

  Canada

  Hong Kong

  EU-27

  Japan

  USA

  South Korea  
  Africa

  Malaysia

  Canada 

  Australia

  South America

  Japan	

  Middle East

  EU-27

  USA

Va
lu

e 
(U

S$
 b

ill
io

n,
 F

OB
, n

om
iln

al
)

Va
lu

e 
(U

S$
 b

ill
io

n,
 F

OB
, n

om
in

al
)

CHINA’S TOP 10 EXPORT PARTNERS — FLOORING

CHINA’S TOP 10 EXPORT PARTNERS — WOODEN FURNITURE

Figure 13

Figure 14

Source: China customs data

Source: China customs data
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•	 Pass new legislation requiring forest product importers to conduct 
due diligence throughout their supply chains. 

THE GLOBAL FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRY SHOULD:

•	 Establish rigorous legality verification systems when sourcing 
Russian or Chinese timber and wood products.

•	 Request current, accurate documentation demonstrating legal 
origin, but do not rely solely on collecting such documents; ask 
probing questions of suppliers, conduct site visits, consult with local, 
knowledgeable stakeholders. 

•	 Conduct periodic DNA or stable isotopic analysis on hardwood 
imports from China or Russia to determine whether the species and 
origin matches those claimed by your supplier.

EIA
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Hardwood – Wood from angiosperm (flowering) trees, usually from 
broad-leaved species in temperate and boreal forests. Common hardwood 
species in the RFE include: oak, ash, linden (basswood), elm, birch.

Harvesting terms in RFE –
1.	 Sanitary — specially authorized cutting of diseased trees, or those damaged 

by fire or storms.

2.	 Intermediate — a practice of cutting small trees to provide room for larger 
trees to grow. 

In practice, these two methods are widely abused as loopholes for logging 
of millions of cubic meters of healthy, valuable old-growth trees.

Korean pine – (Pinus koraiensis) tree species native to Northeastern Asia. 
Critical food species for deer and wild boar, which are the main prey for 
Siberian tigers.

Mixed Korean-pine broadleaved forest – A temperate and humid 
biome containing primarily hardwoods such as oak and ash, mixed with 
coniferous species including Korean pine.

Mongolian oak – (Quercus mongolica) A species of oak endemic to the 
RFE and Northeastern China.

Old growth – Refers to forests that are of significant age and have been 
left relatively undisturbed. These forests are high in biodiversity and 
exhibit diverse wildlife.

Plant quarantine certificate – Document stating that phytosanitary 
requirements have been met.

Protected area – Locations that receive protection due to a recognition 
of their ecological, cultural and/or natural value(s). Human exploitation of 
resources in these areas is limited.

Protective area – Russian designation for a special zone where 
commercial logging is restricted by law, including riverside forests, 
specially-allocated pine nut harvesting zones, and some nature reserves.

Forest Management Agency of Primorsky Province – Russian 
administrative body managing a large portion of forest in Siberian 
tiger habitat.

Roundwood log – Timber that is left in log form and has not been sawn or 
otherwise manipulated.

Secondary forest – Area which has recovered from a major disturbance, 
such as timber harvest or fire.

Silviculture – Management practice of controlling forests in planting, 
growth, composition, health, and quality to meet diverse needs and values 
of private owners and society in a sustainable manner.

Soviet Era – The period of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics from 
roughly 1922 to 1991

Steppe – An ecoregion that is characterized by grassland plains that 
lack trees.

Stumpage fee – The price that is paid for the right to harvest timber from 
a given place. 

Temperate forest – Forested areas that have high levels of precipitation, 
humidity and that contain a variety of deciduous trees.

Trans-Siberian railroad – System of railways that link Moscow to the 
Russian Far East on the Sea of Japan.

UNESCO World Heritage Site – A place that has been designated by 
UNESCO for its special cultural or physical significance.

Veneer – thin sheets of wood, with a thickness not exceeding six 
millimeters (less than a quarter of an inch), glued together and commonly 
used for manufacture of plywood and engineered flooring.












