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The ocean is essential for climate regulation. It is the largest carbon dioxide (CO2) reservoir on
earth, absorbing approximately 25% of CO2 emissions. It absorbs 90% of excess heat resulting
from greenhouse gas emissions and produces 50% of the oxygen we need to breathe!

Climate change is threatening ocean ecosystems around the globe, with a significant impact
on whale species. Climate change causes changes in water temperature, shifts in oceanic
currents, displacement of prey, ocean acidification, and contributes to an increase in human-
whale conflict, all of which threaten whales’ ability to thrive.?

Several critically endangered NOAA-designated Species in the Spotlight, including Rice's
whales, Cook Inlet beluga whales, and North Atlantic right whales, are facing ever-growing
challenges to their survival.®* The population of these species is dwindling and climate change,
among other cumulative threats, is making their road to recovery increasingly difficult.




— How whales sustain lite on Earth and fight climate change —

WHEN AT THE SURFACE, THROUGH PHOTOSYNTHESIS, PHYTOPLANKTON PHYTOPLANKTON PROVIDE
WHALES DO GIGANTIC POOS ABSORE NEARLY A THIRD OF HUMAN-GENERATED EVERY OTHER BREATH YOU TAKE

CARBON DIOXIDE FROM THE ATMOSPHERE These fic alf of
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WHALES COME TO THE SURFACE THE '"WHALE PUMP' PROCESS CREATES A
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