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Enabling Climate-Friendly Refrigerants in State and Local Building Codes

Lagging updates to state and local building codes can be a hurdle for timely adoption of low global warming
potential (GWP) refrigerants in new cooling and heating equipment that are classified as A2L, A2, or A3
flammability. New flammable refrigerant uses undergo a robust multi-year safety and risk evaluation under revised
safety standards (such as UL 60335-2-40 and ASHRAE-15), followed by a subsequent EPA Significant New
Alternatives Policy (SNAP) Program rulemaking process. Market adoption following this process can be further
delayed by adoption of the national safety standard requirements into state and local building codes.

States can facilitate smoother market adoption by pass legislation allowing refrigerants approved under nationally
recognized safety standards. Numerous states have recently enacted legislation to support the recent transition to
transitional mid— GWP (<700) alternatives such as R-32 and R-454B. Expanded adoption of similar legislation can
enable faster adoption of ultra-low GWP (<10) alternatives such as R-290 and other hydrocarbon refrigerants
classified as A3 under standards and codes.

Model Language: *

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary,; No provision of the state, or a local, building code,
may prohibit or otherwise limit the use of a refrigerant designated as acceptable for use pursuant to and in
accordance with 42 U.S.C. 7671k, provided any equipment containing such refrigerant is listed and installed in
accordance with safety standards and use conditions imposed pursuant to such designation.

*Updated model language may be available. Please contact Christopher Douglass cdouglass@eia-global.org for more
information.

This map highlights states that have passed legislation to advance state and local building codes for refrigerants
recognized under nationally recognized safety standards and EPA SNAP regulations. Please note that there are
variations in the exact language of legislation adopted across states. Existing state legislation may require EPA
SNAP designation as acceptable. Additional legislation in some states highlighted in this map may still be needed
to enable the fastest adoption of alternatives. It must also be noted that these laws do not preclude the need for
updates to state and local codes. Continued follow up engagement is needed to make sure building code officials
understand and adopt changes in accordance with these laws.

State Legislation Enabling Future Adoption of Hydrocarbons
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Appendix: Links to Finalized Legislation

Alabama
Arizona
Colorado
Delaware
EWWET
lowa
Kansas
Maine
Maryland
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
New Mexico
New York
Oklahoma
Rhode Island
Tennessee
Texas
Vermont

Washington

Wisconsin

Wyoming

HB 163

SB 1376

HB 22-1362

SB 126

HB 2654

HF 337

HB 2173

LD 1940

SB 741

SF 3035

SB 2339

HB 1606

HB 433

HB 379

SB 9405

SB 168

SB 802

SB 1801

SB 1210

HB 523

HB 1050

SB 324

SF 140



https://www.legislature.state.al.us/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2023RS/HB163-enr.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/2R/laws/0022.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1362
https://legis.delaware.gov/json/BillDetail/GenerateHtmlDocument?legislationId=130372&legislationTypeId=1&docTypeId=2&legislationName=SB126
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2024/bills/HB2654_.PDF
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=HF%20337
https://sos.ks.gov/publications/Register/Volume-42/Issues/Issue-17/04-27-23-51091.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=SP0680&item=1&snum=130
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0741?ys=2023RS
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF3035&version=latest&session=ls93&session_year=2023&session_number=0
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2023/html/SB/2300-2399/SB2339SG.htm
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB1606&year=2022&code=R
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2023/HB0499/HB0433_1.pdf
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2021/S9405
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=sb168&Session=2300
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0802A.pdf
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1801&GA=112
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB01210F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://legiscan.com/VT/text/H0523/id/2588144
https://legiscan.com/WI/text/SB324/2023
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2023/SF0140

